FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
is indeed of universal application; for Bolshevism
is the enemy,, naturally and on principle, of the
social order existing everywhere else. But the
Communist plots and agitations which Moscow
is able to foster become dangerous only where
the social conditions are rotten, and the Govern-
ment attacked is weak and foolish. And, unfor-
tunately for themselves, the Bolsheviks largely
destroyed the spell which their policy exercised
over the masses abroad by their economic mis-
management of Russia itself. The great famine
of 1921 convinced the more intelligent workers
everywhere that Communism was not a short
cut to the millennium; and so made Lenin the
saviour of civilization. In England there has not
since been any serious danger of a Communist
revolution. Bolshevism serves only as an invalu-
able bugbear, which plays into the hands of the
Conservatives and enables them unexpectedly to
win elections* This is not to say, of course, that
under no conditions could England become ripe
for social revolution. But it would probably
require another decade of bungling and mis-
management before the danger grew imminent,
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